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Microphilanthropy 

Adds an Exciting Twist 

to Fund-raising 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The New York Times dis-
cusses  the growing trend of 
organizations reaching out to 
their audience for financial 
support through online dona-
tions.  (03/16/2012). 
 
Websites like Kickstarter, 
Indiegogo,  Artspire, and USA 
Projects (the latter two  of 
which are devoted solely to 
cultural endeavors), serve as 
a vehicle for private dona-
tions to support artists’ and 
organizations’ latest projects.  
Backers can contribute dif-
ferent-sized amounts, some-
times with enhanced incen-
tives as the pledge increases.  
 
This idea of consumer-driven 
philanthropy not only allows 
projects to gain global expo-
sure, but may attract a larger 
crowd that is not as familiar 
with  supporting the arts.  
 
Link to full article 

Former Trolley Terminal  
To Be NYC’s First 

Underground Park? 
 

The Delancey Underground 
project (pictured above) was 
inspired by the success of the 
High Line, an elevated park 
spanning several of Manhat-
tan’s West Side neighbor-
hoods.   
 
By taking over unused termi-
nal space on the Lower East 
Side, the Low Line, as it is 
nicknamed, would serve as 
NYC’s first underground pub-
lic park. 
 
For more information, visit 
the project’s official site and 
Kickstarter.  

On March, 22, 2012, UMEZ 
awarded Harlem Arts Alliance 
a two-year $250,000 grant. 
The funding will allow HAA to 
provide $32,000 in small 
grants and serve 1,000 artists 
and arts organizations 
through multiple public 
events, a series of arts advo-
cacy initiatives, and 20 profes-
sional development seminars. 

Crowdsourcing in 
Upper Manhattan 

More people are using the 
internet to raise funds for their 
artistic ventures. Below are 
some examples of how Upper 
Manhattan is tapping into this 
phenomenon.   
 

Giant Pod on Lenox Avenue— 
a temporary installation which 
aims to encourage more public 
art in the community 
 

Harlem Arts Festival— a multi-
disciplinary arts festival to be 
held this summer in Marcus 
Garvey Park  
 

125th: Time in Harlem— a 
publication, exhibition, and 
public programming celebrat-

 
 
 

Crowdfunding is in 
essence highly de-
mocratized peer 

review. 

Christopher  
Madden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Art is] likely to 
complicate what-
ever convictions 
and doubts you 

bring to it.  But this 
is what art should 

do; that’s the 
point.  It lets you 
keep your convic-
tions and doubts 
open-ended.  It 
campaigns for 
questions, not 

votes.   

Holland Cotter 
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Non-Profit Resources:  
Barry’s Blog 

 

Barry’s Blog is a service of 
the Western States Arts Fed-
eration (WESTAF) that pro-
vides advice and news on all 
topics relating to arts admini-
stration.  
 

In a recent post, an article 
from Mashable.com was 
used to gives tips on how to 
be a Kickstarter success 
story. 

Harlem Arts Alliance  
Receives $250,000  

UMEZ Grant 

 
 

Picture of HAA Closing 

 
 

Picture of interesting 
and/or odd news item. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/17/arts/kickstarter-and-artspire-as-models-of-arts-financing.html
http://delanceyunderground.org/
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/855802805/lowline-an-underground-park-on-nycs-lower-east-sid?ref=live
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1048112024/giant-pod-on-lenox-avenue?ref=live
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1373599076/the-harlem-arts-festival?ref=live
http://www.125timeinharlem.org/
http://blog.westaf.org/2012/04/ten-tips-to-help-you-succeed-on.html

